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From September 8 to 19, 2025, the skies of the Netherlands will be traversed by intense
aerial movements as part of the international military exercise Falcon Leap, organized by the
11th Airmobile Brigade of the Royal Netherlands Army. The operational base will be the
Eindhoven Air Base, a crucial logistics hub for NATO in Europe.

During the training, military personnel from eight allied countries will refine their tactical
transport and air drop capabilities, simulating both operational and humanitarian scenarios.
Aircraft such as the C-130 Hercules, famously used for transport missions in crisis areas, will
fly at low altitude over much of the Dutch territory. This flight mode, essential for reducing
vulnerability to attacks and increasing the precision of drops, represents one of the most
complex aspects for military pilots.

The activities will include both the drop of materials and special loads and military

parachuting training, with sorties in multiple areas, including the municipality of
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Ooststellingwerf. The low altitude presence will make the aircraft particularly visible and

audible, with flight windows scheduled between 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM and between 7:00 PM

and 11:00 PM, unless changes are communicated through official Dutch defense channels.

The goal is twofold: to improve rapid response capability in crisis contexts and to consolidate
international cooperation. Not surprisingly, among the examples cited by the organizers is the
recent use of air drops for humanitarian aid in Gaza, demonstrating how military training can
also translate into civilian interventions.

Safety, civil impact, and geopolitical value
Falcon Leap is part of a broader framework of military exercises conducted throughout the

Dutch territory. The Ministry of Defense clarifies that numerous activities are carried out
each year with various types of defense aircraft and helicopters, some of which require a
special permit when they impact civil aviation or generate potential prolonged disturbances.
The official schedule released for 2025 indeed highlights the main flight movements: from
September 8 to 20, the Dutch sky is affected by transport aircraft linked to Falcon Leap, while
in the following days (September 17-18 and October 14, 16, 17, 21, and 22) exercises with
combat aircraft are planned over Friesland and the North Sea.

The criterion is clear: ministerial authorization is required if the training takes place in the same
location for more than two hours or for multiple consecutive days, increasing noise disturbance
levels. To ensure maximum transparency, the Defense disseminates information both through
the Official Gazette and via regional media and social channels dedicated to the Royal

Netherlands Air Force.

Of course, weather conditions or operational contingencies may alter the programs on the fly.
For this reason, citizens are updated in real-time through the official accounts of the air bases. A
measure that, in addition to reducing inconveniences, aims to strengthen public trust in the
armed forces' operations.
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Poster of Operation Falcon Leap 2025
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From a geopolitical perspective, Falcon Leap is not just a technical exercise but a piece of
NATO's interoperability strategy. Aircraft, crews, and procedures must integrate perfectly so
that, in case of crisis, allied forces can intervene as a single unit. In this edition, units from
Netherlands, Greece, Italy, United States, Spain, Poland, United Kingdom, and

Germany are involved, confirming the multinational dimension of the event. In a context
marked by regional tensions and the war in Ukraine, the visibility of such an event also assumes
a political value: demonstrating collective military readiness and the determination to defend
the Euro-Atlantic space.

The memory of Market Garden and the connection with
the past
Falcon Leap is not limited to training but traditionally concludes with a commemorative

moment that links present and past. On September 20, 2025, the participating troops will
take part in the ceremony in memory of Operation Market Garden, which will be held on the
Ginkelse Heide in Ede.
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1944 Netherlands - Operation Market Garden

Market Garden, launched in September 1944, was one of the most daring airborne operations of
World War II. Thousands of allied paratroopers jumped into the Dutch skies to capture strategic
bridges over the Rhine and accelerate the liberation of the Netherlands. The operation did not
achieve all its objectives but left an indelible mark on the European collective memory as an
example of courage and sacrifice.

The annual commemoration represents a moment of great civilian and military participation. For
Dutch citizens, it is an opportunity to pay tribute to the fallen and reflect on the historical legacy
left by the Allies. For the military involved in Falcon Leap, the ceremony becomes a symbolic

bridge between generations: today's training draws strength from the memory of those who
fought for freedom, transforming the skies of the Netherlands into a place of memory and
international cooperation.

In this intertwining of technique, safety, and history, Falcon Leap assumes a significance
that goes beyond the strictly operational aspect. It is a demonstration of military capability, but
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also a signal of transparency towards the civilian population and an act of continuity with the
memory of the European Resistance.

News link: https://www.ooststellingwerf.nl/falconleap2025
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